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Sandra Benhaim
Abstract Encounters

April 4 — May 12, 2023

McNichol Art Gallery I Neumann University
One Neumann Drive, Aston, PA

Gallery Hours: Monday—Friday 10 to 4



Composite 4, 2018, mixed media collage on Arches cold-pressed paper, 18 x 22 inches



Benhaim, a native Philadelphian, is a painter who works in 
oil, mixed media, and collages on canvas, wood panels, and 
paper. She earned a BFA on a full four-year scholarship, and 
later an MEd, from Temple University’s Tyler School of Art.  

After working representationally for years, she now creates 
mainly abstract images, often expressing these in un-
abashed, exuberant color. She has exhibited nationally from 
Washington state to New York to Florida and has had 11 
solo exhibitions. 

The Neumann exhibition contains 18 of her original works.

“I’m a visual artist who is fascinated with color, inviting view-
ers to places they haven’t been,” she explains. “I work fre-
quently in oil and oil paint stick on canvas and wood panels, 
and I often incorporate collage elements in my artwork. 
“My abstract paintings, collages, and works on paper fre-
quently take inspiration from landscape and the surround-
ings. These images express in exciting and spirited color my 
enthusiasm for, and translation of, the natural world.”

According to Glenn Holmstrom, professor of art and director 
of the McNichol Gallery, “Oxford Languages defines reverie 
as a state of being pleasantly lost in one’s thoughts, a day-
dream. If you allow it, and I hope you will, Sandra’s work will 
transfer you into her abstract world of color and shape. “

Benhaim emphasizes the critical nature of color in her art. “I 
oftentimes employ luscious, vibrant, and intense hues. Fre-
quently, as I’m working with color, unusual spatial relation-
ships and somewhat unconventional compositions manifest 
themselves.” 

She describes her work as the result of an intuitive process, 
built layer upon layer with varied colors, expressive strokes 
of paint, and textured materials. Many of the postcard size 
collages on exhibit at Neumann University were created 
during the time of the COVID-19 pandemic.

 

The gallery is in the Bruder Life Center on Neumann’s campus in 
Aston, Delaware County. Gallery hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
weekdays and by appointment by calling 610-558-5626.  

Abstract Encounters at Neumann University
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I am a visual artist who is fascinated with color, 
inviting viewers to places they haven’t been.

I work frequently in oil and oil paint stick on can-
vas and wood panels, and I often incorporate 
collage elements in my artwork. My abstract paint-
ings, collages, and works on paper frequently take 
inspiration from landscape and the surroundings. 
These images express in exciting and spirited col-
or my enthusiasm for, and translation of, the natu-
ral world.

In my abstract artworks, color is an important el-
ement, and I oftentimes employ luscious, vibrant, 
and intense hues. Frequently, as I’m working with 
color, unusual spatial relationships and somewhat 
unconventional compositions manifest them-
selves, and this appeals to my visual sensibility.

My paintings and collages result from a rather intui-
tive process, and they are built up layer upon lay-
er, with varied colors, expressive strokes of paint, 

and textured materials, until the image emerges 
triumphant.

Many of the postcard size collages on exhibit 
at Neumann University were created during the 
intense time of the Covid-19 pandemic. Further-
more, many of these small collages are monochro-
matic, featuring predominantly one color of the 
rainbow spectrum. While they may appear small 
in actual size, I feel that on its own each collage 
individually makes a strong visual statement.

Sandra Benhaim
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Equality Forever Abstracted, 2016, mixed media collage on paper, 18 x 22 inches
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Florid 1, 2022, mixed media and collage on 
Arches cold-pressed paper, 30 x 22 inches
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Florid 3 (Incarnation), 2022, mixed media on 
Arches cold-pressed paper, 30 x 22 inches
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Hot, 2022, mixed media collage on mat board mounted on 
birch, 7 x 5 inches
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Rouge Diptych, 2022, oil, pigment stick, oil pastel on two canvases, 48 x 72 inches
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In Reference To, 2022, oil and oil pigment stick on canvas, 30 x 40 inches
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Neon Glow, 2023, oil and pigment sticks on canvas, 30 x 40inches
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Sandra Benhaim was born in Philadelphia and is a 
painter working in oil, mixed media, and collages 
on canvas, wood panels, and paper. 
 
After working representationally for years, she now 
creates mainly abstract images, often expressing 
these in unabashed, exuberant color. She has ex-
hibited nationally from Washington state to New 
York to Florida, and has had 11 solo exhibitions. 

Sandra’s paintings are in corporate and public col-
lections such as PNC Headquarters Tower in Pitts-
burgh, PA; Mondrian Investments, Philadelphia, PA 
office; Bryn Mawr Dermatology offices in Villanova, 
PA; RCCB LLC Law offices collection, Consho-
hocken, PA. 

Sandra has participated in numerous juried group 
shows, earning awards along the way. Recently 
Philadelphia’s Del Frisco’s Grille commissioned a 
96" H x 78" W painting on stretched canvas, which 
was installed in November 2018.

Sandra Benhaim

Email: sandrabenhaim@gmail.com
http://www.sandrabenhaim.com



Untitled (Heron), 2022, oil, pigment stick on canvas, 24 x 24 inches



Venetian Reverie 1, 2020, oil, pigment stick on canvas, 24 x 24 inches



Back Cover: Sandra Benhaim in front of In Reference To




